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THIS SUNDAY
PARENTS' ASSOCIATION
INAUGURAL SHOW'N'SHINE
CAR AND BIKE SHOW
10AM- 4PM
BUS TURNING CIRCLE
@WHITEFRIARS COLLEGE
GOLD COIN ENTRY
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From the Principal

Mr Greg Stewart
Principal

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness which lasted for three hours.
And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day” Luke 24:46
Easter is the celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. It is celebrated on Sunday and marks the end of Holy Week, the end of Lent,
the last day of the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday) and is the beginning of the Easter season of the liturgical
year.
As we know from the Gospels, Jesus rose from the dead on the third day following his crucifixion. His resurrection marks the triumph of good
over evil, sin and death. One practice of commemorating Easter is the joyous greeting of “Christ is risen” and a response of “He is risen indeed!”
It reminds us that Jesus is alive and present and he welcomes us in a new life with him.
In the Gospels, the precise details of the Easter narrative vary slightly, but none of these variances are seen as critical to the main story. Based
on direct evidence from the mid-second century, it is believed that Easter was regularly celebrated from the earliest days of the Church. The
Easter date is movable and always falls on a Sunday between March 22 and April 25. Easter in the Roman Catholic Church is always on the first
Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox.
Schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne take part in a biennial survey called the Enhancing Catholic Schools Identity Project (ECSIP).
Staff, students and parents will all be invited over the next two weeks to participate in the project. Input from the Whitefriars community
assists in strengthening who we are and where we are going as a school in the Catholic, Carmelite tradition. There is something very special
about Whitefriars, and the data from this project supports our continuing aspirations of forming ‘gentle young men’.
Whitefriars has been endeavouring to develop stronger links with our local primary schools. This week we welcomed over 300 ‘little’ visitors
onsite for a day of ‘Experience Whitefriars’. We do this to remind people about our community - our parents, our boys, our teachers, our Old
Collegians and to continue the positive conversations around Whitefriars in the wider community.
Senior students will experience their Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences in just over a week from now. These are important discussions
around their learning progress. These young men will know how committed they have been over the term. Any advice from the conferences
is best heard with the family, staff and student present at the one time. We look forward to those conversations and the opportunity to affirm
and/or advise accordingly.
I have been meeting with the various Year 12 House groups over lunch this term and asking them about how they have begun the year, life
at the College in general and their aspirations for 2020 and beyond. They are a fine group of young men who have an eclectic but worthwhile
set of interests and subsequent career ambitions. The most obvious aspect of this lies in the fact that Whitefriars caters for a broad group of
boys and enables such a group to enter into wide ranging and interesting professions, businesses and trades.
A group of eight Year 9 students, supported by two staff, departed Australia last weekend as part of the Victorian Young Leaders to China
Program. This involves a world-class, six-week in-country immersion program, designed to prepare second language Chinese students to
live and work as citizens and future leaders in an inter-connected global community. The boys are currently studying at Beijing Language
and Culture University before moving into Chengdu for the remaining four weeks. The experience is all about language immersion and
leadership.
Continued next page...
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We are delighted to report that Daniel Crain (Year 8) represented the College at the All Schools State Diving Championships recently and was
successful in winning gold for boys in the Year 7/8 section. This is a wonderful outcome that again reinforces the worth of personal commitment.
We offer our condolences to:
•
William Jennings (Year 10) and family on the recent passing of his Uncle.
•
Tom Fazackerley and family on the recent passing of his Grandfather.
•
Ben Bugeja (Year 11), Matthew Cowper-Hill (Year 7) and families on the recent passing of their Grandmothers.
We ask that you keep these families in your thoughts and prayers as they seek strength and comfort with their memories and faith.
Almae In Fide Parentis
Mr Greg Stewart

Whitefriars College Inc.
156 Park Road Donvale Victoria 3111 Australia
ABN 35 808 045 134 | REG A0029974Y | CRICOS 01680G

(03) 9872 8200
whitefriars.vic.edu.au
info@whitefriars.vic.edu.au

Belon g. Believe. Bec ome.
In Fide Newsletter Issue 4

The White Mantle

22 March 2019

Mr Joshua Vujcich
Director - Identity, Mission and Service

Everyone has a story. Stories shape who we are and how we live that belief in the world. Whitefriars as a faith learning community has been
shaped by the story of the Catholic Carmelite tradition – prayer, community and service are our ways of expressing faith in a globalised,
multicultural and diverse world. Over the next few weeks parents/guardians, staff and students will be invited to take part in a project which
helps us understand what it means to be a school imbued with the Gospel message, and reflect on the ways we can continue to foster our
connection to the Catholic Carmelite story in a contemporary context.
Schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne take part in the Enhancing Catholic Schools Identity Project (ECSIP). This project, in survey
form, helps schools to foster their Catholic identity, and has been developed by the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies at KU Leuven
in Belgium. The research which underpins the survey explores the current ideas and attitudes of parents/guardians, staff and students, and
this data supports schools in their identity-building for the benefit of their educational community. Input from the Whitefriars community
will help to strengthen who we are and where we are going as a school in the Catholic Carmelite tradition, one that is enriched by the many
other traditions, faiths and belief systems which are reflected in our faith learning community.
The project uses different surveys for adults (parents/guardians, staff ) and students. Each has been tailored to capture an accurate snap shot
of beliefs, values and attitudes towards faith (in the ‘catholic’ small-c sense). The survey involves an agreement-disagreement scale, exploring
the idea of religious belief at Whitefriars, unpacking what we think about our strengths as a Catholic Carmelite school as well as areas for
growth to enhance our identity, and finally assessing how we live that identity day to day.
There is something very special about Whitefriars! Supporting the Enhancing Catholic Schools Identity Project will support us to continue
fostering our core mission to form ‘gentle young men’.
Further information inviting you to be involved with the Project will be communicated next week via email. Please contact me at the College
if you have any questions or would like further information regarding ECSIP.
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Mr Mark Ashmore
Deputy Principal Learning and Teaching

Why study at home?
Studying at home is important to: consolidate understanding of new ideas and skills, plan ahead and do what is required to prepare to learn in
classes, develop study and organisation habits to help become an independent learner, and foster higher-order thinking skills.
Set homework is more than a requirement that students complete set tasks.
Studying at home helps a student:
•

revise (for example, by reading over work previously done in class, and/or by constructing written summaries of key concepts encountered)

•

gather information or resources

•

pre-read, annotate, summarise or organise information or material in preparation for future lessons.

A student may need to plan effectively to determine the workload of homework across all the subjects so that all subject needs are meet.
Parents can support their son by having expectations that study at home is an extension of the classroom, developing appropriate homework
routines is beneficial as a life skill, and that reading is important. Establishing a learning environment at home with no distractions (noise, television,
games, mobile phone) is necessary so the student can effectively learn. Parents can access class and home tasks which are now available on
Whitefriars Engage.
Homework and Study Guidelines (per day)
Year 7

1 hour plus 30 minutes reading

Year 8

1½ hours plus 30 minutes reading

Year 9

2 hours plus 30 minutes reading

Year 10

2½ hours plus 30 minutes reading

Year 11

3 - 3½ hours plus 30 minutes reading

Year 12

3½ - 4 hours plus 30 minutes reading; 6 hours on weekends

Student Study Sessions
The Library and Academic Study Centre are available Monday – Friday are available learning environments – a quiet environment, free from
distractions and conducive to concentration and learning is vital.
Middle Years Study Sessions
Who		

Years 7, 8 and 9

When		

Tuesday and Wednesday: 3.20pm – 4.30pm

Venue		

Shortis Library

Support		

Learning Leaders, Library Staff, Learning Diversity Staff, Year 10 and 11 Peer Tutors

Supervisors

Academic Teaching Staff

Senior Years Study Sessions
Who		

Year 10 and 11

When		

Wednesday and Thursday: 3.20pm – 4.30pm

Venue		

Shortis Library

Support		

Learning Leaders, Library Staff, Learning Diversity Staff, Old Collegians

Supervisors

Academic Teaching Staff

Senior Years Study Sessions
Who		

Years 12 and International Students

When		

Monday to Friday: 3.20pm – 6pm

Venue		

Academic Study Centre

Support		

Academic Study Centre Coach, Old Collegians

Supervisors

Academic Teaching Staff

Continued next page...
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Victorian Young Leaders to China (VYLC)
Eight students are currently in China as part of the Victorian Young Leaders to China program. The VYLC program is a six week in-country immersion
program for Year 9 students, designed to prepare them to live and work as citizens and future leaders in an inter-connected global community. It
is an opportunity for students to live in and attend school in China. Combining language and cultural learning with personal development and
leadership skills, it focuses on one of Australia’s main trading partners, China.

Student Parent Teacher Conferences
Student Parent Teacher Conferences provide a valuable opportunity to gain knowledge of student academic progress. The conversations with
subject teachers will provide feedback regarding academic achievement, approaches to learning, study habits, organisation, and overall progress. A
focus of these discussions will be on improvement.
The Senior Years (Years 10, 11, and 12) Student Parent Teacher Conferences are on Thursday 4 April 1.15pm – 5.30pm and 6.15pm – 8pm. Interviews
will be conducted in the Undercroft, Library and Butler Building. Students are required to wear their school uniform to appointments.
-

Year 10, 11 and 12 students will attend their normal scheduled 1 - 4 Sessions.

-

Year 7, 8, and 9 students will attend their normal scheduled 1 - 5 Sessions.

The Middle Years (Year 7, 8, and 9) Student Parent Teacher Conferences are on Wednesday 9 May 1.15pm – 5.30pm and 6.15pm – 9pm. Further
details regarding this event will be provided early next term.
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Mr Mick Lafferty
Deputy Principal - Students

International Women’s Day
Friday 8 March was International Women’s Day. The theme of the day was Balance for Better.
Whitefriars students hosted a lunch for all female staff to mark this special occasion. It was an
opportunity for the College to acknowledge the special role women play in our school and
the importance for our boys to realise that gender equality is a critical issue around the world.
Social Justice Captain, Joel Duggan addressed the gathering and below is an excerpt from his
speech:
We are gathered here today for an important purpose. In an environment dominated such as it
is by men and masculine attitudes, it is quite rare that we collectively reflect on women and what
they contribute to our community. Whether it be as teachers, as canteen workers, as support
staff, as receptionists, as administrators, or any other of the numerous roles that they play, each
is a vital cog in the Whitefriars machine. Hence why it is so apt and so necessary that we dedicate
some time each year – on International Women’s Day – to acknowledge this simple, yet often
overlooked, fact.
At this lunch, students served food to the female staff members as a symbol of their
appreciation of all the work they do for them at the College. Thank you to Joel Duggan,
Jonathan Bingley and Matthew Tapley for their work in bringing students together in an act
of service and appreciation.
National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence
Friday 15 March was the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence. As a College
developing gentle men, we take this issue very seriously and the College Captains and
Wellbeing Captains got together to develop a whole school response to this issue. They
began with developing a video for the College community titled ‘Call it out, so we can cut
it out’. This video was shown to all students in their Pastoral Care groups on Wednesday 13
March. The aim of this video was to bring to the attention of the community, especially the
students, that it is everyone’s responsibility to play a role in creating a bully-free environment
at Whitefriars College and that being a bystander is not acceptable.
Here is a link to the video: youtube
The second activity the students planned, which occurred on Thursday 14 March, was to ask
each Pastoral Care class to come up with a pledge statement about how to create a bullyfree environment. The purpose of this activity was to engage all students in developing an
anti-bullying charter, a commitment to zero tolerance of bullying in our community. The
penultimate activity was a lesson created by the student leaders for the Wellbeing classroom
on Friday 15 March exploring different examples of bullying and how to respond if these
situations were to arise. Finally, the day culminated in a BBQ lunch.
I would like to thank Student Activities Coordinator, Kelly Hoinville, College Captains, Nicholas
Beltrami, Alex Vander and Ronan Oppy as well as Wellbeing Captains Matthew Tapley and
Jonathan Bingley for their hard work and initiative in planning this very important studentled response to bullying. Also, a thank you to Pastoral Care Teachers who supported the
students in these activities throughout the week.
First Aid
We are very lucky to have qualified nursing staff at the College to assist all students who are
unwell or injured at school. When a student is unwell or injured at school, they are to present
to First Aid to be assessed. Students are asked not to contact parents directly as this may
cause unnecessary alarm and it is important that the school is aware when a student is unwell
in our care. Parents will always be contacted by nursing staff if the student wishes and if after
assessment, it is deemed that they should go home.
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Mr Ashley Payne
Learning Leader Academic Enrichment and Data

Year 8 English Enrichment 2019
The last weeks of Term 1 saw the commencement of the Year 8 English Enrichment classes. The group
meets ten times throughout the course of the year and explores various topics which complement their
regular English classes. They build on their skills and explore a broad range of themes and issues at a
deeper level. In the first session we looked at the topic ‘Can anything positive come from war?’ which
reflects the film we have studied this term ‘The Book Thief’.
Mr Russell Melenhorst – English Enrichment Facilitator
University of Melbourne - School Mathematics Competition 2019
For the third year, students will have the opportunity to participate in the University of Melbourne School Mathematics Competition. The competition will take place on Wednesday 1 May from 9am to
12pm. Registrations close Friday 26 April. It is a very challenging but rewarding competition and well
worth the time and effort. For further details, please contact Mrs Liz Moloney (Maths Enrichment).
For those interested, check out the competition site where you will be able to find some practice
questions and suggested solutions!
Maths Week 2019 – Theme: Digital Technologies
Last week the Mathematics Faculty celebrated Maths Week. This year’s theme was ‘Digital Technologies’.
Activities ranged from an interactive workshop on ‘Engineering Innovation Challenge’ to the inaugural
Kahoot Battle of the Houses. This year introduced a daily challenge which was a big success with an
average of 300 responses per day.
Highlights included a visit from Swinburne University with some exciting engineering-based challenges,
Ethan Wu is our Tetris champion and our Specialist Maths teams defended as our most talented
mathematicians.
The activities were extremely well supported by students. Success of Maths Week is a team effort with
special mention to Mr Paul Garriga, Ms Samantha Riddle and Timothy Abrahams (Maths Captain) for
organising the various activities.
Winners:
•

Daily Challenge Questions – Seamus O’Neill (10), Evan Chee (9), Tyson Harrap (12), Adrian DeSaram
(11) and Noah Sim (9)

•

Tetris Challenge – Ethan Wu (10)

•

VCE Battle – Specialist Maths with Phil Phung (12), Matthew Yao (12), Aaron Triffett (12) and Ethan
Kouris (12)

•

Battle of the Houses:
•

Brandsma – Pasindu Ganegoda (7), Jack Heuston (7) and Daniel Kilkenny

•

Stein – Jack Apostolopoulos (9), Liam Downie (10) and Harry Gierer (11)

•

Lisieux – Thomas Cann (10), Bryce Pavitt (10) and Nick Stackpole (10)

•

Soreth – Jack Harrington (9), Jesvin Kaithevelli (9) and Oliver Laing-Nobrega (9)

•

Avila, Corsini and Trinity only had one team enter and went straight into the final.

OVERALL CHAMPIONS – Corsini – Jayden Bardrick (11), David Ghaly (9) and Josh Wagner (10)
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Mr Frank Pospischil
Coordinator - Buses

Changes for the Wonga Park Charter Bus
We have been monitoring the numbers on the Wonga Park Charter bus route this term and feel it no longer warrants running two buses.
From the beginning of Term 2, one large bus will begin at Jumping Creek Rd in the morning and return to that point in the afternoon. This
will mean an earlier start predominantly for the Wonga Park students. A new pick up timetable is outlined below. These times will also take
into account the added congestion around Luther and Yarra Valley Colleges.
Please ensure you refer to the Whitefriars Bus timetable for any further refinements:
http://intranet.whitefriars.vic.edu.au/transport/SitePages/Route-Descriptions.aspx
Bus Stop Pick up times
Jumping Creek Rd (IGA Wonga Park)
7.50am
Hollaway Dve				7.55am
McKerral Pl				7.57am
Mobil 7/11, Plymouth Rd			
8.02am
Narr-Maen Dr and Lemongrove Cres		
8.04am
Narr-Maen Dr and Angelica Cres		
8.05am
Narr-Maen Dr and Bemboka Rd		
8.07am
Warranwood Primary School			
8.15am
Wonga Rd and Djundaly Rise		
8.19am
Wonga Rd, opposite Quambee Reserve
8.20am
Tortice Dr and Wonga Rd			
8.23am
Tortice Dr and Jull Pde			
8.25am
Whitefriars College			8.35am
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Mrs Anna Gasparini
Careers Advisor

As always, Term 1 has been a very busy time in the Careers Centre. We are currently working with our Year 10 boys to complete the first of
two career planning sessions they will have this year, in preparation for course selection in Term 3.
In this session, students explored the jobs and careers they are interested in. We discussed the ‘New Work Order’ – Moving from Jobs to
Skills; as economic changes are transforming work through automation, globalisation and more flexible work. As young people, they must
ensure they have the skills and experience for the jobs of the future, not the past. This will allow them to build their careers in an uncertain
job market. Students also explored the new job clusters in the Australian job market and the areas that will experience employment growth
and how each area will be affected by automation. You can access this information here.
The next session will focus on selecting a course in the VCE or VCAL to suit student learning styles and career outcomes. Thank you to
parents who have registered their sons to participate in the Career Wise Vocational Testing program. If you would still like your son to
participate in this program please return the reply slip to the Careers Centre. Further details will be provided closer to the date.
Our Year 12 boys have made an energetic start to the school year. We have seen many students in the Careers Centre to discuss their career
plans and to set an action plan for the transition out of secondary schooling and into the next phase of their educational and training lives.
Please encourage your son to contact us for an interview if they have not done so already. As a parent, you play a critical role in supporting
your son through this process and your input is highly valued by them and the College.
A reminder about the Careers in Commerce/Accounting Breakfast coming up in Term 2. We have a great range of speakers for families to
listen to and have conversations with regarding future career study options and study pathways. We look forward to seeing many of you
there.
Careers in Commerce/Accounting Breakfast
Year 12 Students and Parents, this will occur on Friday 17 May. Click here for breakfast details. To assist us to prepare please return the reply
slip to the Kierce Centre by Friday 29 March. If you have any further question please do not hesitate to contact us in the Careers Centre.
Useful Links
•
vtac.edu.au
•
atarcalc.com
•
vcaa.vic.edu.au
•
ucatofficial.com
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Cultural Trips
Timor-Leste Immersion
June/July 2020 - Timor-Leste
The Year 11 Timor-Leste Immersion planned originally for June/July and
then subsequently postponed until September, has now been further
postponed until June/July 2020.
Global Minds Visual Arts, Commerce and Culture Study Tour
September 2020 - USA
(Washington DC, Philadelphia, New York City and San Francisco)
A lunch time meeting inviting all current Year 9 and 10 students was held
today to introduce and promote the Global Minds – USA Study Tour, which
will be held in September 2020. Students have been provided with an
‘Expressions of Interest’ form via hard copy and email that will provide
details of the tour, which they can take home to discuss with their parents.
‘Expressions of Interest’ forms must be returned no later than Thursday 4
April to Student Reception.
Should you require further information regarding this exciting and
engaging educational opportunity:
Click here for the link to our Expressions of interest forms.
Or please contact:
Ms Amanda Hourigan: ahourigan@whitefriars.vic.edu.au
and Ms Christine Haddrell : chaddrell@whitefriars.vic.edu.au
Expedition to Peru
December 2020 - Peru
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity offered to current Year 9 and 10
students (Year 10 and 11 when they travel) to challenge themselves,
embrace the world beyond the classroom and develop skills of leadership,
resilience and mindfulness.
WFC will be holding a Parent Information Evening for the 2020 WFC
Expedition to Peru, Monday 25 March, 7-8 pm in the Science and
Technology Centre.
Please register online today www.tinyurl.com/whitefriarsperu
To see the hype video, please click here: https://vimeo.com/157068980
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Mrs Jenny Corbin
Learning Leader - Library

Whitefriars Community Book Club - Tuesday 26 March 7pm - 8pm
The Whitefriars Community Book Club will be meet up for Term 1 on Tuesday 26 March 7pm – 8pm in the Whitefriars Shortis Library. This is
an informal gathering to discuss current reads and what’s trending in the book world.
All parents/guardians are welcome to pop in, whether you would like to share book and author recommendations or hear about them from
others. What were some favourite summer reads and what’s coming up?
Bookings essential at: https://www.trybooking.com/TADD
Parents/guardians who wish to be on the distribution list for Whitefriars Community Book Club events, please email: librarystaff@whitefriars.
vic.edu.au
What’s coming up in Term 2?
The Whitefriars Read a Million Words House Reading Challenge is returning in 2019…Starting on 6 April. Students can watch emails for
information.
Library opening hours
8am – 4.30pm Monday - Thursday
8am – 3.30pm Friday
Contact Library: librarystaff@whitefriars.vic.edu.au Ph: 9872 8320
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Mr Trent Collins
Director - Middle Years

Year 7
Immunisations will be held on Monday 25 March, please remind your son to have a good breakfast on the morning and to drink plenty of
water. If your son is sick please advise the College.
Year 9
•
OLP CareMonkey – a reminder to create and share the CareMonkey profile for your son by Friday 12 April. Please use the link within the
CareMonkey email. If your son requires a ‘fitness to participate’, the holidays will be a good time to have this signed by your doctor.
•
OLP Parent/Student Information Evening – Wednesday 24 April
•
If your son is attending Raft/Hike or Kayak/Hike– please go to the Healy Wilson Theatre
•
If your son is attending Cycle/Hike or Rock Climb/Hike – please go to the Science and Technology Centre (Theatre)
•
All details regarding the camp, including departure/return times, equipment lists, and program outline can be found on the OEG
website www.oeg.edu.au
•
Click on Schools Login
•
Type Whitefriars Catholic College
•
Password friars
•
Then look for the link Year 9
Year 7 and 9
NAPLAN Coordinated Practice Test will be held Thursday 28 and Friday 29 March. For students who are absent on the day, they will be given
the opportunity to complete it at a later date.
A reminder for students
•
A NAP Locked Down Browser needed for the Test will appear on your desktop. Once installed, please leave it alone and do not delete.
•
Ensure that your computer is in good working order – book into the Notebook service centre to have it fixed if there is any issues.
•
Bring working earphones/headphones and computer charger to school ready for the practice test day.
•
Ensure your computer is fully charged on the day of the test.
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Ms Nathalie Fox
Learning Leader Performing Arts

Ensembles
Our ensemble program is always looking for enthusiastic new recruits!
Whitefriars Vocal Group are looking for more boys to join them on their vocal journey. We rehearse on a Wednesday morning at
7.50am. Global Rhythm Ensemble and Senior Band are also looking for committed players to contribute to the groups. There will be
many exciting performance opportunities for all ensembles throughout 2019. If your son would like to join an ensemble, please email
sneilson@whitefriars.vic.edu.au
Big Band Workshop
Rehearsals are well underway for Generations In Jazz which takes place in Mount Gambier from 3–5 May. All entrants are working extremely
hard on their chosen repertoire.
Big Band are fortunate to have a Masterclass on Monday 25 March with Dave Newdick. Dave has worked professionally as a Trumpeter for
many years, working in many professional jazz groups, musical theatre shows and touring world-wide. We are so looking forward to havin
this opportunity to work with and learn from such an accomplished Australian musician.
Instrumental lessons
We encourage anyone with an interest in learning an instrument, particularly saxophone, percussion or brass – to contact Mrs Kennedy for a
free try out lesson. There are some great subsidies for these lessons for Years 7 and 8 and there are a number of ensembles that you can join
which is a great way to connect to your school community.
Experience Whitefriars
A big thank you to Nicholas Stackpole, Blake Ovesen and Simon Kruyer for their wonderful assistance with the Drama Workshop at our
recent ‘Experience Whitefriars’ day last Wednesday. Our Primary School visitors thoroughly enjoyed their day.
Upcoming Events
Parents of ensemble students please note that open rehearsals of all ensembles will run in the last week of term. Parents and friends are
encouraged and invited to come along and view their sons in action.

Financial Assistance Information for Parents

Learn more about the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) by clicking here for Information and the Application Form
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Physics

Mrs Angela Wang
Physics Teacher

Hands-on learning and loads of fun!
Recently, our Year 12 Physics class joined Luna Park’s VCE Physics Day.
This excursion provided students with practical examples of some of the concepts covered in ‘Motion in one
and two dimensions’ and ‘How fast can things go?’ for Unit 3 of the VCE Physics study design. The Luna Park
worksheets are developed with specific relevance to the motion of amusement rides and students utilise these
study materials with a program of enjoyable activities designed to engage and inform.
Recently, the Year 12 Physics class visited St Kilda’s most recognisable landmark to determine whether the laws
of force and motion (as defined by Sir Isaac Newton) applied to beach-side amusement parks.
With notebook in hand, the boys climbed aboard the Silly Serpent and experienced first-hand, the complex
interaction of forces that propelled the ride along its track. The Serpent did indeed obey the laws of physics.
The Dodgem cars, Speedy Beetle and the Twin Dragon conformed to rules of the physical universe as described
so eloquently by Ms Wang. Whilst there was a nerd-like satisfaction in recognising the relevance of classroom
physics to the real world, I can honestly say it was a little disappointing to see natural laws abandoned by the
food vendors. Astronomical prices for cold, soggy chips sold under the banner of ‘waffle fries’ defied logic, (but
failed to deter us from queueing up). Overall, the day was an outstanding educational success and certainly
makes the study of centripetal forces fun! Thanks to Ms Wang and Ms Smith for organising it.
Tim Abrahams, Year 12
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S.E.T. (Sustainability and
Environment Team) News
World Water Day – Friday 22 March
Happy World Water Day!
Whitefriars College is fortunate to include a wetland and Mullum Mullum Creek in our backyard. The
Sustainability and Environment Team and other learning areas are able to use these natural water resources in
a variety of water-based curriculum and activities that include:
•

Water Monitoring with the local Yarran Dheran Nature Reserve volunteer group

•

Water sampling – Year 10 bushwalking group

•

Water bug blitz activity – Year 7 “Habitat”, Experience Whitefriars Primary School visit

•

Wetlands and Mullum Mullum Creek Incursion – Year 7 Geography “Water” Unit, Year 9 Science
“Ecosystems”, Year 9 Media “Ambient Sound Recordings”, U2 Senior Chemistry “Water” unit, Year 10
Introduction to Enviro Studies “Water sampling”

•

Staff Wellbeing Day – Wetlands walk

Unfortunately, the lack of rain has put stress on our College water resources to keep our facilities operational.
The College is part of the Schools Water Efficiency Program (SWEP) that monitors the College’s water usage.
Over the last seven days, the College has used 253kL water. This equates to just over 1 million glasses of water,
253,000 cartons of milk, 28,000 buckets of water, 1,690 bathtubs or 5 swimming pools. The average weekly
usage for person is 25.7L. Hopefully April brings more rain!
Year 10 PE Bushwalking Group
Thank you to the Year 10 PE Bushwalking group, Ms Higgins and Mr Cetin for collecting Mullum Mullum Creek
water samples Tuesday afternoon. The site was chosen for the various water habitats – water surface, under
water, stones, grass and rock environments where different organism inhabits. The water sample was used the
following day during the Experience Whitefriars Primary School visit.
Experience Whitefriars – Water Bug Blitz
The Sustainability and Environment Team and Geography learning area engaged Our Lady of the Pines, Holy
Trinity Eltham North and St James Primary students with a Water Bug Blitz activity during their Experience
Whitefriars visit on Wednesday. The Year 3 and 4 students discussed why water was so important and what
indicators could be used to test the health of a water body. Students observed fresh Mullum Mullum Creek
water sample and observed the various aquatic macro invertebrates. Each organism has an environmental
tolerance rating of 1 – 10 (1 – high tolerance; 10 low tolerance). Students enjoyed categorising, collecting,
observing, comparing and concluding the number and types of organisms found. In line with the 2017
Melbourne Water Monitoring test of the Mullum Mullum Creek having a D result, the highest observed
organisms had a rating of 3. This concludes the local Mullum Mullum Creek is in a satisfactory condition.
The primary ages students enjoyed the opportunity to be involved in this important hand on task. For more
information, visit www.waterbugblitz.org.au/
Waste Free Lunch Wednesdays – EVERY WEDNESDAY
Do you or your son pack their snacks and lunch in cling wrap or snap lock bags? Time to kick that habit.
Bump Day means students and staff bring their snack and lunch in a container, recyclable food wrap or lunch
bag. Waste Free Lunch Wednesdays is a new initiative to reduce the waste from home. Please ask your son to
pack his lunch sustainably every Wednesday and hopefully this will then become a habit to do this every day.
If your son is unable to pack his lunch, please support this initiative.
Term 1 S.E.T. Lunchtime Activities
•

Indigenous bush food testing - Monday 25 March

•

Indigenous bush food cooking - Monday 1 April

Environment Events
•

World Water Day – Friday 22 March

•

College Earth Hour – Friday 29 March

•

Steps2Sustainability - Friday 29 March

•

Waterwatch Monitoring Community Workshop - Friday 5 April

S. E. T. Enquiries: Ms Jo Menzies jmenzies@whitefriars.vic.edu.au or 9872 8200

Whitefriars College Inc.
156 Park Road Donvale Victoria 3111 Australia
ABN 35 808 045 134 | REG A0029974Y | CRICOS 01680G

(03) 9872 8200
whitefriars.vic.edu.au
info@whitefriars.vic.edu.au

22 March 2019

Ms Jo Menzies
SET Facilitator

Belon g. Believe. Bec ome.
In Fide Newsletter Issue 4

Sports Report

Mr Kristan Height
Coordinator - Sport

Daniel Crain - Gold in diving
Over the weekend, Year 8 student Daniel Crain represented Whitefriars
in the All Schools State Championship (Victorian School Boys
Championship) at Aquanation in Ringwood. Daniel competed in the
Elite U/14 Springboard event and finished in 1st place. Daniel will now
be representing Victoria in the National All Schools Championship in
December. Well done Daniel.
Click here to be taken to Twitter for a video of Daniel diving
If a student has excelled in sport, Mr Height would love to know. Please
email the details of the achievement, along with a photo and he will be
published in the next edition of InFide.

Captain’s View: House Atheletics Day
On Wednesday 6 March, the annual Whitefriars House Athletics Carnival took place at Tom Kelly Athletics Track, and
it promised to be one of the best yet. The day began with the College gathering as a community to celebrate Ash
Wednesday with a liturgy.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, everyone retreated to their house areas and watched closely as the first events (1500
metres and Hurdles) began, hoping for a prized blue ribbon to make its way back to their House. As the day progressed, it
became clear that it was going to be a tight contest, with many houses in contention to win the overall trophy.
As a tradition, the Tom Kelly Fastest Friar was held in the middle of the day, a 100-metre sprint between the fastest twelve
individuals across all year levels. With a competitive field from Year 8s to 12s, the stage was set. It was over in a heartbeat,
with Andrea Sticca (Year 11) narrowly defeating Pat Daly (Year 12) in a time of 11.39s, and Flynn Maguire (Year 11) crossing
the finish line in third place.
The last lot of events, the 4x100 metre relays, required a united team effort and the last opportunity to bring valuable
points to your house, and they were watched with high anticipation.
After all the events had been run, everyone waited for the points to be tallied and presentations to begin. Brandsma were
the favourites and previous leaders before the final count, and continued their strong form to take out the overall trophy,
with Lisieux finishing 2nd and Soreth in 3rd place.
Overall, it was a very enjoyable day, with an event or activity for everyone, and it was great to see so much determination
and spirit on display. A huge thank you must be given to Mr Height, Ms Rock and everyone included in organising the day.
Patrick Daly – Athletics Vice-Captain
Click here to see our House Athletics Day Carnival Video
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Manningham Monster Raffle
Thank you to all families who have returned their books, though there are still 800 outstanding. We ask that you return the book and proceeds to
Mrs Cameron’s Office (next to the Canteen) no later than Wednesday 1 May, 2019. Cheques are payable to the Whitefriars Parents’ Association.
PLEASE DO NOT THROW OUT RAFFLE BOOKS as the College needs to account for them all.
From the cost of each $2 ticket, $1.50 is allocated back to the Parents’ Association and College. The remaining $0.50 per ticket goes to the
Manningham Charitable Fund.
Should there be any queries, please contact the Whitefriars Parents’ Association via parents@whitefriars.vic.edu.au
Canteen and Library Assistants
If you would like to volunteer, please email mcameron@whitefriars.vic.edu.au
Our library welcomes volunteers each day after 9.30am.
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